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the students what they meant by each response or what 
came to mind when they were asked each question. Take 
account of the feedback you received when you revise your 
questions.

3.	 Polish up the organization and layout of the questionnaire, 
following the guidelines in this chapter. Prepare a rationale 
for the order of questions in your questionnaire. Write a cover 
letter directed to the target population that contains appropri-
ate statements about research ethics (human subjects issues).

Performing Data Analysis in SPSS or Excel

Data for Exercise

Dataset Description

GSS 2014.sav The GSS is a nationally representative survey that is conducted every two years. It covers a wide 
range of core topics, such as political and religious views, while also rotating in new topics. It is a 
split-ballot omnibus survey. 

Variables for Exercise

Variable Name Description

Race A three-category race measure where 1 = white, 2 = black, and 3 = other
Educcat A four-category ordinal measure of respondent’s education where 0 = less than high school,  

1 = high school, 2 = some college, 3 = college or more
Polhitok A yes or no binary question asking respondents if there is any situation in which they would feel it 

was okay for a police officer to hit a citizen, where 1 = yes and 2 = no 
Grass A binary asking if respondents think marijuana should be made legal or not, where 1 = yes  

and 2 = no
Raceint The race of the person who administered the survey, where 1 = white, 2 = black, and 3 = Hispanic

1.	 Let’s take a look at the structure of the GSS survey first.

a.	 First, run frequencies for the variables “race,” 
“educcat,” and “polhitok.”

b.	 Look carefully at the number of cases for each of 
these measures. Why do you think one is so much 
smaller? Recall the discussion of the GSS in this 
chapter.

2.	 Look critically at how the question “grass” is written 
and measured. The exact question was “Do you think 
the use of marijuana should be made legal or not?” 
Look back at your frequency and notice the response 
categories offered.

a.	 Can this question’s phrasing be interpreted to 
mean multiple things? Be specific in your answer.

b.	 Are response categories mutually exclusive? If not, 
be clear where the overlap is.

c.	 Does this question minimize fence-sitting?

d.	 How well does this question capture nuance of 
opinion?

e.	 Are there any other issues or strengths for this 
question?

f.	 Rewrite this question so it corrects for the limita-
tions you have identified.

3.	 Let’s answer a substantive question: Who is most likely 
to be pro-marijuana legalization in terms of race and 
education?

a.	 Write a hypothesis for each group.

b.	 Use a cross-tabulation with the variable “grass” as 
the dependent variable and “educcat” and “race” as 
independent variables.

c.	 What do you find? Are your hypotheses supported?

d.	 Consider who is most likely to be arrested and/
or imprisoned for marijuana use (i.e., poor black 
men who do not have access to private defense 


